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RECOGNITION

Names to Know

Jomo Tariku, a furniture designer, celebrates
9 colleagues from the African diaspora.

Paul Jeffrey

“A bookcase is a bookcase because it has
to hold a book, and how many ways can
you approach it?” Mr. Tariku said of a
specialty of Mr. Jeffrey, 54, a custom
furniture maker in Phoenix. He produces
library shelving that might flow function-
ally along a diagonal as it wraps around
a wall, and sculptural desks that mix
luxurious materials, among other unique
pieces. His career took him from the
armed forces to automobile design to a
stressful period of low employment be-
fore he found his footing with his furni-
ture company, Paul Rene. In 2021, he was
one of seven people appearing on Ellen
DeGeneres’s HBO Max series “Next
Great Designer.”
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Paul Jeffrey, the founder of Paul Rene
Furniture, with his chair inspired by a lyre.
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